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Abstract. As а part of the SUNY Maritime College training and education the SUNY Maritime 
College cadets are required to participate on three summer sea terms aboard the Training Ship Empire 
State VI. Each summer, the cadets travel across the world, learning about the maritime industry, 
attend classes and courses as well learning the operations of the ship. The Stephen В. Luce Library 
shares the educational mission of the college Ьу supporting the Training Ship Empire State VI with а 
library of collections, services and personnel. During the 9-weeks' long semester at sea the librarian 
onboard the Ship's Library is actively involved in planning and conducting the research needs of the 
cadets, faculty and crew. Staying on course with the college's strategic directions, the Ship's Library 
provides the focused collections and resources such as books, magazines and journals, research 
pamphlets, electronic resource and audio visual material needed for courses and training at sea. 
"Library Afloat: Educating Maritime Students at Sea through Library Services" describes the ship's 
library operations and collections in support of the courses taught at sea. ln addition, the paper 
demonstrates how а successful library support enhances the maritime student education at sea. 

INTRODUCTION: SUNY MARITIME COLLEGE AND ТПЕ LUCE LIBRARY 

SUNY Maritime College is one of the 64 colleges and universities of the State University of New У ork 
system. А four-year college located at historic Fort Schuyler in Throggs Neck, New York offers а solid 
academic program coupled with а structured cadet life in the regiment for both men and women. 
Maritime College prepares students for careers through а content-centered cuпiculum and а hands-on, 
team building approach to leaming. Maritime offers undergraduate and graduate degrees, 23 varsity 
athletic teams, summer training cruises to Europe, United States Coast Guard license and intem 
programs, SUNY Maritime College web portal [ 1]. 

The Stephen В. Luce Library of SUNY Maritime College is accredited Ьу professional organizations such 
as the Middle State Commission on Нigher Education and it adheres to the standards and guidelines of 
the Association of the College and Research Libraries of the American Library Association, American 
Library Association [2]. The Luce Library is the oldest academic maritime library serving the community 
of the oldest maritime academy in the United States, SUNY Maritime College, founded in 1874. The 
Library' s collections and resources support the research requirements of the maritime disciplines in 
engineering, science and the humanities. 

In the United States, the maritime cuпiculum is taught with academic content and rigor that serve specific 
sectors of the maritime industry and further the professional opportunities of graduate students. With an 
unusually large number of credits and undergraduate requirements, in addition to semesters at sea and 
merchant marine license exams, the maritime cuпiculum prepares and positions its students for high-level 
professional opportunities. Due to the rigorous academic demands of the maritime core cuпiculum, the 
Stephen В. Luce Library of SUNY Maritime College has developed instructional program for research 
information services and information literacy which is both equally rigorous and complementary to the 

282 



P∂′′7．P∂pe′Prege〝拍〟0〃ざ

maritimeeorecurriculum・TheLibrary，sinstructionalprogramserveStheteachingandleamlngneedsof

theSUNYMaritimeCollegethroughinstruction，aSSeSSment，andevaluationofscholarlymaterial（Print

andelectronic）ashoreandafloat．

Thestudy“LibraryAfloat：EducatingMaritimeStudentsatSeathroughLibraryServices”demonstrates

theStephenB．LuceLibrary’sinstructionalprogramfbrresearch，informationservicesandinformation

literacylneducatlngCadetsonboardon7ケainingSh卸EnpireState佗ThecadetsofSUNYMaritime

Collegesailfbrnineweeksaboardthe7ケainingShQEmplreSiateWattendingcourseswhilepracticing

SeamanShip・The Ship，SLibrarylSequlPPedwithprintandelectroniccollectionswithaprofbssional

librarianonboardtoinStructthecadetsontheuseoflibraryresourcesfortheirresearch．Inaddition，the

Ship’sLibrarianconductsresearchsessionsontheinformationneedsofallcrewmembersasviSitorsto

intemationalportsandaportfactssheetsupplementsthesesessions・

SHIPS？LIBRARIES：READINGATSEA

Themarinerhasalwaysbeensubiecttolonelinessatsea・Lonelinessatseaisaconditionwhichhasbeen

describedinthemedicalscienceas’’nostalgia，”inpoetryandliteraryworksaswellasinpaintingsand

art，Simpson＆Weinerl3］．Ineighteenandnineteenth－Centuryiconographysailorswereshownwitha

bookintheirhand．Thebookplayedanimportantpartintherecreationandpastimeofasailoratsea・

Reading helped dispeltheloneliness and boredom ofhardtimes at sea and provided ofthe fbw

intellectualpastimesavailableonshipboard，Ska11erupl4］・Thedesiretoreadandespeciallytoleamat

seaisevidentinvariousaccounts．ShipscarriedbooksforbeginnerssuchasbooksleamlngtOSPell，

grammarandarithmetic books，Danal5］・Thebibleandotherreligioustextswereamongthemost

丘equentreadingmaterials・FrequentlysailorsreadaloudtotheirshipmatessothatothersmayleamtO

read．Historicalaccountsdescribethelivingconditionsaboardshipwerebothconduciveandprohibitive

toreading・Attimesthereweremanyopportunitiesforseamentoreadbutothertimesduetothebad

weatherconditions，darknessandfatiguepreventedthesailors丘omreading．

Thequantityofbooksandtypeofbooksaccessibletoseamenatseavaried丘omshiptoship・Popular

literatureofthedayfounditswayaboardshipsintheseachestsofsailors・Inadditiontoreligiousbooks

therewereephemeralliteratureofthestreetwhichconsistedofluridandsensationalstories，POlitical

pamphletsandbooksofamuSement，Skallerupl6］・Medicalbookswerewrittenformastersofmerchant

vesselswhoneededinformationandadviceonhowtotreatsicknessandi再uryamongtheirmen．me

SdilorbPhysiciLmbyDr．UsherParsonwasanearlyAmericanworksthatwasfoundonshipsbetween

1824and1867，Skallerupl7］．ThenrstevidentofalibrarianOnboardashipismentionedinthepreface

OfTheCabinBqytgLocker（1853），aCOllectionofstoriesfeaturedintheSdilor徳地zgazine・TheCabin

boywasusuallyaboardthepassengerships；insteadofservlngWine，aleandhardliquors，hewouldhand

Outbookstopassengersforleisurereadingandmaintainachestofbooks・

STEPHENB．LUCELIBRARYAFLOAT

IthasbeenalongtraditionfbrtheSUNYMaritimeCollegetosailwithitslibraryduringthesummersea

termfortwomonthsaboardtheTrainingShipEtWireStateVLLibraryrecordsshowthattheStephenB・

LuceLibraryanoathasbeeninsupportoftheeducationofthecadetsatseasinceatleastsince1961・The

Libraryaboardtheschool，strainingshipTSEn甲ireSiateisstafFwithaprofessionallibrarianwhoisa

memberofthelibraryfaculty，fumishedwithcollections，SerVices，andthepro伝ssionalknowledgeand

expertisetocarryouttheeducationmissionofSUNYMaritimeCollege・

In1962，theLibraryDirector，Dr．JosephWhitten，joinedthecrewoftheTSEwireStateIVasthenrst
Ship，SLibrarian・InhisLibrarian，sLoghewrote：仏ItseemsimportantthattheShip，spersonnelrecognlZe

theimportanceofrefbrence，aCademicand advisory services・This end shouldbeachieved，inpart，

throughthepresenceofaprofbssionallibrarian・ItcertainlyshowstheinterestoftheLibraryinthetota1
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collegeprogramandshouldgiveallpersonnelthattheLibraryparticipatesinallaspeCtOftheprogram，”

Whitten［8】．

EDUCATIONATSEA

SUNYMaritimeeducationandtrainingcontinuesatseaonboardthe565－foottrainingshipEmplreState

VI，OneOfthelargestandbest－equlPPedtralnlngShipintheUnitedStatesandalsotheonlytrainlngShip

withafullservicelibrary・DuringtheannualSummerSeaTerm，WhichisamandatoTypartOfthe

curricula，theE”PlreSiate Wsailsmore than8，000nauticalmiles andvisits aminimum offour

intemationalportsoverthecourseofnineweeks・Therigorousanddemandingseatermprovidescadets

withtheopportunitytoexperiencehandsontraininginleadershipandresponsibilitiesofallaspectofship

operationunderthesupervisionoflicensedofRcersandstafflAsoutlinedinthecollegecatalog，themain

goalsoftheSummerSeaTermare，SUNYMaritimeCollegel9］：

1・Toprovideanunderstandingofshipboardorganization，administration，facilitiesandfunctionsof

thevariousdepartmentsofamerchantvessel．

2・TodevelopafullappreciationoftheprlnCiplesofcommand，tOtrainCadetsinthedutiesand

responsibilities of watch ofncers and other supervisory personnel，and to promote a complete

understandingofthedutiesandresponsibilitiesofpersonnelingeneral・

3．Tosupplementashoreclassroominstructioninprofessionals叫iectsthroughpracticalapplication
aboardthetrainingshipatsea．

4・To promote an understanding，through practical experience，Oftheleadership，teamWOrk，

techniques，and technical skills required to manage and operate a vesselefnciently，Safbly and

economically．

5．ToenhanCeCulturalandprofbssionalbackgroundsthroughasmanycontactswiththegeography，
history，andnationaldistinctionsofothercountriesandpeoples，aSthelimitedtimeallows・

CadetspursulngaPrOfbssionallicenseasaUnitedStatesMerchantMarineOfncerarerequiredto

takeaminimumofthreeSummerSeaTerms．Cadetsaimingtoqualifyasamateundergoextensive

（basic，intermediate，andadvanced）traininginshipoperationandmanagement・Whileonboardthe

’’deckies乃areexposedtorlgOrOuStrainingintheareasofcommunications，naVigation，Shiphandling，

shipoperations，Safbty，andmeteorology・UnderthesupervisionoftheChiefEngineerandtheSenior

EngineerlngTrainingOfncer，CadetsqualifyingasassistantenglneerSreCeivein－depthtrainingln

theship，sorganization，interrelationshipofthecomponentsofanoperatingenglnerOOm，andsafbty

Ofpersonandship・Eachcadetmusttakeandpassintensiveoralandwrittenexaminations，SUNY

MaritimeCollegel10］．

TheShip，sLibraryfunctionsasaneducationalandreadingcenterandservestofulnlltheeducationaland

trainingobiectivesofthecadetsduringtheSummerSeaTerm・ThemainfunctionoftheShip’SLibrarylS

to supportthe curricula ofSummer Sea Term・However，With the array ofresources and services

provided，theShip’sLibraryfulnllsothergoalsandobjectives・First，reCreationalreadinglSam往IOr

function anduserShaveaccesstoanextensivepaperbackbestsellercollectionandamaritime－based

leisurereadingcollectioncalledtheGOVEcollection・Second，insupportofSummerSeaTermgoal＃5，

theShip，sLibraryassumesresponsibilitytoprovideportinfomation，includinginformationoncountries，

theircultures，theirfood，andotherpertinentinformationforvisitors・Thelibrarianpreparesandconducts

lecturesandcreateshandoutsonportinfbrmationpriortoarrlVlnglneaChport・Third，theShip，SLibrary

serveSaSthebaseformediaentertainment，eSPeCiallyinprovidingaccesstoDVDmoviesentertainment．

Finally，beingsuchaunlqueandcomfortablespace，theShip，sLibrarylSO魚entheretreatforcadetsto

meetsocia11yandhaveintellectualdiscussions．

In1962，thenLibraryDirectorDr．WhittensetthestandardofhavingalibrariansailaboardtheTraining

ShipduringSummerSeaTerm・Dr・Whittenstressedtheimportanceofhavingaprofbssionaltoprovide

reference andotherlibrary services．AsLibrarian RayCotterstatedinthe1970Librarian’sReport，
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withouttheservicesofalibrariantheShip’sLibraryisjustaroomfu1lofbookshelves，Cotter［11］．At

PreSent，theShip，SLibrarianplaysamqIOrrOleinsupportingthecadets，educationatsea・Asasenior

O用cerofthecrewtheLibrarianparticipatesinthecadets，trainingprocessbybeingateacher，amentOr，

anadvisor，andashipmate・TheLibrarianteachesinhrmationliteracyclasses，COnductsportinformation

lecturesandcreateshandouts，leadsgroupdiscussionsessions，COnductsreferenceservice，andgenera11y

SuPPOrtStheinformationneedsoftheofncersandcadets・TheLibrarianalsowritesalogofthehighlights

Oftheday，Sactivitieswhichiscommunicatedbackashorefbrpostingonawebblog・

Libraryspace

TheShip，sLibraryoccupleS2400squarefbetondeckfouroftheTrainingShipEfTPlreSiaie牲Witha

Seatingcapacityfor50people，thereadingroomareaconsistsofgroupstudytables，Charts＆mapstables

andloungechairs・Theshelvingholdsapproximately7，000booksandmagazines，andhassomeshelves

SPeCially designed to prevent books fiom falling during ship rolL The computer area has several

networked workstationsfor student use・The Librarian’s stationincludes a desk with a computer

WOrkstationandthenetworkserver，audio／visualequlPmentWiredthroughOuttheshiptodelivertraining

andentertainmentvideos，andareadyreferenceareawithover200refbrencebooks．

Collection

The Ship’s Library collection，COnSisting of print，media and electronic titles，is geared towards

SuPPOrting classroominstruction，PraCtical training，licensure preparation，leisure reading，and

entertainmentatsea．Insupportofacademicsthecollectionisfbcusedonmarinetransportation，marine

englneerlng，andotherrelevantareastomeettheneedsofteachingandtraining．Asecondaryfoeusison

leisurereadingandentertainment，includingacollectionofadultpaperback員ctionandtheGOVEspecial

COllectionwithtruetolifbstoriesthatstimulatealoveoftheseaandfoSterabetterunderstandingofthe

SeagOlngPrOfbssionandlifbatsea．TheRe鈷renceandReserveCOllectionsconsistsofmanyhandbooks，

Studymanuals，andguidebooksintheareaSOfsailingdirections，POrtSguideandentry，rulesoftheroad，

COmmunication，knots，deckofficerlicensestudyguides，marineenglneerlicensestudyguides，boilers，

engines，turbines，HVAC，COuntryandculturestudiesandtravelguides，1anguagedictionaries，andother

relatedsubiectareas．ElectronicresourcesincludethemostupdatededitionofvariOusofncialgovemment

Publicationsonoceanconditions，naVigation，andfbderalregulations；andofricialcountryinfbrmation

andportsguide・BowditchPractical脇vigatoTILLstqfLな触，hternationalCo滋qfSbaLy，CodbQf

fb滋rd月曙〟わgfo′紺，タブわJCdγ玖助fJ乃gJ）frecJわ〝ち助成0α〝d助ゐr脇γなαggO乃，andgなおRe血cfo乃

乃bles areprominenttitles available electronically．Themediacollectionis severalhundredtitlesof

moviesandtrainingvideos．TheentirecollectioniscatalogedandsearchableviatheLibrary’selectronic

Catalog（OPAC）．

Technolo訂

The new generationofcadetsis far moretechnologyoriented andthusis farmore demandingfor

instantaneousaccesstoinformation．SimilartoMaritimeCollegeLibraryashore，theShip’sLibraryanoat

isequlPPedwiththeappropriatetechnologytoaccommodatecadets’modeoflearnlngandinformation

researching，Constantinou＆Fazall12］．TheShip’sLibraryhasseveralcomputerworkstationsnetworked

OnitslocaIarea network（LAN）．The Library’s LANis networked to the Ship’sintranet whichis

COnneCtedtheShip’ssatellitecommunicationsystem．Alllibrarycomputersprovideaccesstoelectronic

Publications，informationontheLibraryoperationsandsta托imageanddatabanks，Varioustralnlng
SO氏ware，andtheLibrary’sOPAC．Effbctiverecordkeeplngandmanagementoflibraryoperationsis

done uslng LibrarySo氏，anintegratedlibrary management system．Cataloglng Ofbooks，Circulation，

PatrOnreCOrdmaintenance，StatisticsandreportgenerationareallmanagedbyLibrarySo食．
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Libraryuseandoperation

WhileatseatheShip，SLibraryisheavilyusedbycadets，Ofncersandthegeneralcrewandinrecent

yearsusagehaveincreasedevenmore・Adecadeagotheaverageusewasabout2150patronsoverthe

nine－Weekseaterm，butinrecentyearsusagehavedoubledtoabout4300patronsfortheterm（averaging

tollOpatronsperday）．TheLibraryopensanaverageof12hoursadaywhileatseaandmuchlesshours

whileatportduetomanyotherscheduledportactivities・TheLibraryissta飴dbytheLibrarianincharge

and a fbw cadet assistants who perform routine maintenance and organization duties・Circulation

transactionstotalstooverllOOitemsforthe seaterm ofwhich60％areforitemsinthe且ction and

GOVEcollection・Apartfromborrowlngreadingmaterials，Cadetsusethelibrarytoresearchprintand

electronicsourcestocompletedeckandenglneClassasslgnmentS・TheLibrariananswersmanyrefbrence

questionsincludingtechnicalquestionsonshipoperations，Shipstructure，Shiphandling，typesofvessels

and rules and regulationsfor eachtype，engine room techniques，engine design and peripheral

COmPOnentS．Other refbrence requestsare generalけOninformation on vessels，traVel and port

information，CurrenCyeXChange，fbodandculture，etC・

CONCLUSION■

LibraryDirector，Dr．JosephWhitten，thenrstmemberofthefacultytoserveastheShip’sLibrarianin

1962wroteinhislibrarian，slogthat兄oftheschooIsmaritimeeducationtakesplaceatsea・Cadetsand

youngmarinersreceivetheirmostvaluableelementoftheireducationatsea，aboardshipswherethey

applytheirknowledgeintopracticeandexperience・Dr・WhittenacknOwledgedthatthelibrarymustbe

invoIvedinthetotalcollege programand should demonstratethatto allpersonnelthatthe Library

Participatesinallaspectofthestudentseducation・Dr・JosephWhitten’SpremiseserveSaSthefoundation

fortheLuceLibraryofSUNYMaritimeCollegetobuildco11ectionsatsea，tOdevelopservicesandto
educatemarinersintheirnaturalelementandthenaturalenvironmentoftheirstudies．

Traditionallyandthroughouthistoryyoungmarinersleamedhowtoreadandwriteandreceivedtheir

educationfrombooktheyreadatsea・Theultimatepurposeofeducatingmarinersatseaistoinstallthe

ideasofl脆一longlearnlnginthecadets，minds，behaviorsandhabits・Anewgenerationofmarinersis

immerslng丘omtheMaritimeAcademy・Theseyoungmarinersnotonlyareableofacqulrlnginformation

andknowledgefiomship，slibraryresourcesbuttheyarealsoleamlnghowtodisseminateinformation

quicklyande抗ciency．Theyappreciateandunderstandandaccesstoinformationasacriticalcomponent

totheirdecisionmakingwhiletheyareatseaasmuchasatashore・

Thelibrary’sinstructionalmissionandleamlngPrOCeSSdoesnotpause，tOthecontrary，itcontinuesat

Sea．TheStephenB．LuceLibraryhascometoappreciatethatlibrarye脆ctivenessandtheeducationof

marinersisnotachievedbyawayofbeingattheheartoftheacademy・TheLibrary’so句ectivein

educatingmarinersatseaisachievedbyawayofdecentralizingthecoreandtheessenceofthelibrary

Organization；itis achieved by a wayfor decentralizing the prlnClpals of scholarship，maritime

institutionaltradition，Serviceandaccesstoreachouttothemaritimecommunityatsea．Itisproventhat

thereisno“onebestwayMofachievlngOne’Sorganizationalandeducationalobiectives・Themaritime

COmmunityis dynamicand diverse；thereforethelibraryasan organizationmustbe dynamic and

diverse．Strengthening the maritime community　requires a consistent effbrt of disseminating

Organizationalaccessandassetstomeettheneedsofthenoatingcommunity・TheStephenB・Luce

LibraryofSUNYMaritimeCollegeLibrarycontinuestochange；itmorphsandevoIvestobecomewho

themaritimecommunityisandittravelstobewherethemaritimecommunityis，…atthecrossroads

qfthevastseas，Constantinou［13］．
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